S92                   APPENDIX,

the thought and the expression was confirmed^
and the Impartiality of taste with which written
language Is reviewed and retouched after It has
faded on the memory, could not In such In-
stances be exerted. The original manuscripts of
many of his poems are preserved3 and they dif-
fer In nothing material from the last printed edi-
tion. Some few variations may be noticed.

1. In The Author s earnest Cry and Prayer^
after the stanza, p. 23, beginnings

Erskine^ a spunkie Norland BUHe,

there appears3 in his book of manuscripts,, the

following :

Thee Sodger Hugh, my watchman, stented,

If Bardies e'er are represented ;

I ken If that your sword were wanted

Ye'd lend your hand,
But when there's ought to say anent It,

Ye're at a stand.

Sodger Hugh is evidently the present earl of
Eglintoun, then colonel Montgomery of Coils-
field, and representing in parliament the county
of Ayr. Why this was left out in printing does
not appear. The noble earl will not be sorry
to see this notice of him, familiar though it be,
by a bard whose genius he admired, and whose
fate he lamented.
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